This article describes the promotion of local industry as a typical business model, based on functional research of Shiikuwasha (Citrus depressa Hayata) conducted through industrygovernment-academia collaboration. Shiikuwasha is cultured commercially in the northern area of the main island of Okinawa, the southernmost Prefecture of Japan, and is a typical Japanese citrus along with Tachibana (Citrus tachibana). The seeds of Shiikuwasha contain high concentrations of limonoid glucosides, including limonin and nomilin glucosides, which have anti-tumor activity. Synephrine, a well-known enhancer of lipid metabolism, is also present in the fruit peel. The most notable feature of Shiikuwasha, among citrus fruits harvested commercially in Japan, is its high concentration of polymethoxyflavones, such as nobiletin and tangeretin; these are found in the peel, with nobiletin predominating. Many studies have demonstrated that nobiletin possesses various biological properties, such as anti-carcinogenic, anti-inflammatory and hepatoprotective activities.

